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CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY
11.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m.

5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
MONDAY
7.15 p.m.
8.00 p.m.
7.00 to 9.00 p.m.

MORNING WORSHIP
Crèche (0 to 3 years)
Ignite Children's Church (Age 3 --Primary 7)
Contact: Amy Tanner (07980 665432)
TrekkersNG (11-17 years)
Rachel Taylor
See Youth activities programme

Guild (every second Monday)
Contact: Lesley Wright (523039) or Elspeth Dale (01292 541240)
Highlights (Mondays as per syllabus)
Contact: Eileen Murphy (543488)
Ranger Guides (every second Monday)
Contact: Mary Dunlop (07519 124548)

TUESDAY
10.15 to 11.15 a.m. Tots Praise (Babies - 4 year olds)
Contact: Amy Tanner (07980 665432)
2.00 p.m.
Music and Movement
Contact: Christine Kinnell (535190) or Kay Robertson (551585)
7.00 p.m.
Badminton Club
Contact: Mr Alan I’Anson (07949 169051)
7.00 p.m.
Congregational Board Meeting (Dates as arranged)
Contact: Emma Johnstone (07853 240753)
7.00 p.m.
Session Meeting (Dates as arranged)
Contact: Mr Derek I’Anson (521445)
WEDNESDAY
2.00 p.m.
Friendship Group (downstairs second Wednesday of each month)
Contact: Mrs Margaret Paterson (551288)
6.00 to 7.00 p.m. Rainbows
Contact: Sheena Baillie (07749 617204)
6.15 to 7.30 p.m. Brownies:
Contact: Fiona Malcolm (07903 212703)
7.45 to 9.00 p.m. Guides
Contact: Mary Dunlop (07519 124548)
THURSDAY
7.00 p.m.
Vestry
Contact: Rev. David S Cameron (525416)/Mr Derek I’Anson (521445)
7.30 p.m.
Choir
Contact: Mr Martin Sharp (524133)
FRIDAY
6.00 to 7.00 p.m.
Boys’ Brigade Anchor Boys (5 to 8 years)
St. Marnock’s Halls
Contact: Mr Stewart Chapman (07745162694)
7.15 to 9.00 p.m.
Boys’ Brigade Junior Section (8+ to 11 years)
St. Marnock’s Halls
Contact: Elaine Park (533464)
7.00 to 9.30 p.m. Boys’ Brigade Company Section (11+ to 18 years)
New Laigh Kirk Hall Contact: Mr David McDonald (544037)

Safeguarding Co-ordinators: John and Jamila McDowall
Safeguarding Panel Members: John Dale, Bill Sherry and Ellen Stewart
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New Laigh Kirk Manse
Advent, December 2022
Hello
We’re in the season of Advent and Christmas
as we have come to know it. Old symbols never
die. Children find them and ask what they
mean. Beware in this Festive Season: they
have the power to resurrect.
So it happened that after the passage of much time, the feasts had
been emptied of their stories. In 2122 The Festive Season began with
the last Saturday in November, that day being the biggest shopping day
of the year, and it ended with the emptying of the last bottle of
champagne on New Year’s
morning.
The latter All Saints, Christmas,
Epiphany and Easter, were lost to
the gloom of late winter. The
season was marked by all manner
of ‘festive’ decorations filling oldfashioned marketplaces. Wreaths,
candles, evergreen trees with
baubles twinkling lights and shiny
tinsel were the traditional
favourites. Red and green and
plenty of gold were the special
colours of homes, no matter how
humble or posh. The seasonal air
was universally filled with upbeat carols celebrating the romance of
‘chestnuts roasting on an open fire’, wishing for the splendour of winter
wonderlands, and of course, retelling with vigour the adventures of
Rudolf, the red nosed reindeer.
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On the less pleasant side of the
season, the exchange of gifts had
become a frantic activity, fraught
with the possibility of social disgrace
if your gift to another was outdone
in value by the gift received from
that person. A sort of arms race of
gift giving made the Festive Season
anything but an experience of the
‘peace on earth’ sentiment that was
the principle wish of greeting cards.
And so it was that after the passage
of much time, the present feasts
had been emptied of their stories of
origin.
The old stories disappeared little by
little and then there came a time
when they were forgotten altogether. There then came that time when
all that was left were a few empty symbols like stars and circles and red
ribbons...and that was that.
Religion had died. Faith had disappeared. Self-sufficiency and selfsatisfaction and brazen self-interest came to reign supreme. God was
not even an anachronism; God was gone. Until there was a little boy,
dragged by the hand through a shopping centre by his mother, buying
beautiful gifts for all her family, friends and professional acquaintances.
Something caught this little five-year old’s eye.
“What’s that?”
His mother had to Google the image ‘Festive Tree’ to find and answer.
Hundreds of links appeared with strange words like ‘Bible’, ‘Messiah’
and ‘Root of Jesse’ as well as names like ‘Jesus,’ ‘Joseph’, and of course,
‘Mary.’
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Since the boy’s mother’s own name was Mary, she followed that link
and up came several hundred more links with cross references to
‘Bethlehem,’ ‘Nazareth,’ and ‘Theotokos.’
She kept reading story after old story and noted that none of them
began with, ‘Once upon a time.’
Her curiosity turned to fascination, stirring in her a strange sense of a
long-lost world coming back into view. This in turn gave rise to odd
feelings of hope and joy, and a sense that she was not alone in this
world, that there is something bigger than all of us in this world, that
maybe, just maybe, these old forgotten God-stories held in the dusty
archives of age-old Google files might be...might actually be TRUE!
And since the story was true, it was not long before the creaky doors of
old stone churches were pried open and abandoned pews dusted off. A
few old ministers or two were pulled out of retirement homes and
once again, using the ancient words, wine was blessed, bread was
broken and the great story of God-with-us came back to life like an
evergreen tree. And so, little by little, the Festive Season disappeared
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and Christmas returned. And it all began with a small child asking his
mother: “Why the green tree?”
Old symbols never die. Children find them and ask what they mean.
Beware in this Festive Season: they have the power to resurrect. Old
symbols never die.
So keep telling everyone the TRUE Christmas story with joy and
enthusiasm. A weary world needs to hear its Good News.
May the Christmas story of love, light, joy and peace bless and inspire
you this Advent and Christmas Season.
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0 LORD YOU WERE BORN!
Each year about this time I try to be sophisticated and pretend I
understand the bored expressions relating to the "Christmas spirit."
I nod when they say "Put the Christ back in Christmas." I say yes, yes,
when they shout "Commercial" and "Hectic, hectic, hectic."
After all, I'm getting older, and I've heard it said, "Christmas is for
children."
But somehow a fa-la-la keeps creeping out. . . . So I'll say it:
I love Christmas tinsel
and angel voices that come from the beds upstairs.
And I say three cheers for Santa Claus
and the Salvation Army bucket
and all the wrappings and festivities and special warm feelings.
I say it is good,
giving,
praising,
celebrating.
So hooray for Christmas trees
and candlelight
and the good old church nativity play.
Hooray for shepherd boys who forget their lines
and Wise Men whose beards fall off
and a Mary who giggles.
0 Lord, you were born!
0 Lord, you were born!
And that breaks in upon my ordered life like bugles blaring,
and I sing "Hark, the Herald Angels"
in the most unlikely places.
You were born
and I will celebrate!
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I rejoice for the carnival of Christmas!
I clap for the pyjama-clad cherubs
and the Christmas cards jammed in the letterbox
I oooooh for the turkey
And the ahhhh for the Christmas pudding
and thank God for the alleluias
I see in the faces of people I don't know
and yet know very well.
0 Lord, there just aren't enough choirboys to sing what I feel.
There aren't enough trumpets to blow.
O Lord, I want bells to peal!
I want to dance in the streets of Bethlehem!
I want to sing with the heavenly host!
For unto us a Son was given
and he was called God with Us.
For those of us who believe,
the whole world is decorated in love!
He is the gift
Ann Weems
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PRAYER GROUP
A recent speaker at the Guild brought us a gift of a book – “God’s
Smuggler”, the story of Brother Andrew. She had found it so
inspirational that she wanted us to have the opportunity to read it and
it is now being passed round members. It is a fascinating and gripping
story of a young Dutchman who grew up during the Nazi occupation
and spent time in his country’s army out in Indonesia. He eventually
decided to lead a more Christian life and finally felt called to be a
missionary. He presumed that would mean going to Africa, India or
China but that was not what God had planned for him. His calling led
him to the new Communist countries of Europe where it was very
difficult to be a practising Christian. It was so difficult to get a bible that
many church leaders did not even have one. And that became
Andrew’s mission – to smuggle bibles into these countries at no small
danger to himself.
It is a wonderful story, not least for the account of Andrew’s
relationship with God and his dependence on prayer. However, it really
reminded me of every Christian’s call to mission and the fourth Mark of
Mission in the series I have been writing about : to transform unjust
structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue
peace and reconciliation. These are big challenges so how can ordinary
church members deal with them?
In our church we already try to improve fairness in our world by buying
Fair Trade products, such as tea and coffee and that is something we
can all do as individuals too. That’s easy – but challenging violence? I
don’t think many of us would fancy stepping in to stop a fight!!
9

However, we can use our voices to speak out against violence – against
women and children in the domestic situation. There is also a lot of
bullying in our society – in schools and workplaces. We should even
guard our own tongues when speaking about people or groups with
which we disagree. And I don’t suggest that speaking out is easy.
Would you be willing to challenge someone out loud, in public?
Sometimes it can even seem embarrassing or rude to challenge a
friend or acquaintance, but we should be prepared to stand up for
what we believe, as long as we are polite.
Peace and reconciliation are ideals which we all long for. As we look
forward to Advent and Christmas, we think of the angels’ song, “Peace
on Earth” and how often has that been prayed for? I am sure God longs
to answer that prayer, were it not for man’s perpetual lust for power
and supremacy. We continue to look with horror at what is happening
in Ukraine. People around the world and in our own country are
attacked and killed because of their beliefs, religious and otherwise,
and their race. It is all too easy to feel overwhelmed and despondent.
Yet, I think back to Brother Andrew who took every need, problem or
worry to God in prayer, truly believing that God would answer – and
his prayers were always answered, sometimes in the most astonishing
ways. But he learned to take time to listen for God’s answers,
something we can fail to do. We talk so much that God can’t get a
word in edgeways!
We continue to meet in prayer at 7pm on the first Thursday of the
month on Zoom. Do join in if you can but meantime, here are some
prayer suggestions:
�� Pray that farmers and other growers will get fair prices for their
produce, especially as costs rise during this economic crisis.
�� Pray for those enduring domestic violence, whether physical,
sexual or psychological. May they find the courage to seek help
and get the support they need.
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�� Pray for all those whose faith brings them into danger.
�� Pray for peace in our churches, our country and our world. And
in our hearts!
And as we celebrate this Christmas, may we have the courage to
remind others of the reason for the season. Let your little light shine!
Happy Christmas!
Lesley Wright
(If you would like to read “God’s Smuggler”, just let me know.)

Inspire!
Feel in need of refreshment of body, mind and spirit?
Come along to Inspire! on Wednesday 7th December at
11am in the session room in church for a cuppa, a chat and
a time of prayer.
In this Advent season, let us open our hearts and minds to
the working of God’s Holy Spirit as we seek his loving grace
and inspiring hope.
If you cannot come in person, please leave a prayer
request in the box in church or on the church Facebook
page. Let’s support all that we do in our church with the
power of prayer!
L. Wright
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CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON TEA

The Pastoral Care Group invites older members of the congregation to
join us at the church halls on Thursday, December 8, from 2 to 4 p.m.
for our Christmas Afternoon Tea. As well as enjoying a chat with
friends whom you have not met for a while, you can listen to the
Salvation Army Songsters and join in carol singing. Transport can be
provided on request.
To book a place please complete the attached form.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Christmas Afternoon Tea
Thursday, 8 December, 2 - 4 p.m. at New Laigh Kirk Halls
I look forward to attending.
Name:
Address:
Phone number:
Transport required? Yes
Special needs?

No

Please return this form to:
Barbara Graham, 42 Annanhill Avenue, KA1 2LQ
or phone
Sheena MacPherson at 01563-524660.
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Fellowship of
Kilmarnock Churches

Carols at the Cross
Saturday 17 December
11 a.m. – 12 noon

Sing favourite carols with the
Salvation Army Band in the town centre.
Warm up with hot drinks
at New Laigh Kirk at noon!
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Open Doors

New Laigh Kirk is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
from 12noon to 2.00pm. The church will be open for those who want to
come for a period of solitude or reflection, to see the stained glass
windows from the inside or to find out some of the history of the church
and town.
As some of our more elderly volunteers have decided to retire we urgently
require some more volunteers during the winter and Advent, especially
men, to welcome the visitors, so if you could spare a couple of hours
every month to six weeks, we would be delighted to hear from you.
There will be the opportunity to volunteer on different days as volunteers
are contacted in advance with suggested dates and shifts are arranged
to suit people's commitments. This is an ideal opportunity to meet
different people as you do not necessarily have to be on duty with the
same people every month. We would be grateful if you could spare the
time to help at a couple of sessions occasionally if you are unable to help
on a monthly rota.
If you would like to be included in the rota, please speak to Helen Colman.
Remember that the more volunteers that there are, the less often you
will be on duty!
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USED STAMPS

For many years Esther
Douglas collected used
postage stamps and sent
them to RNIB [Royal
Institute for the Blind] to
raise money for this vital
charity.
I would now ask your help to carry on the
collection of stamps and with Christmas coming up
and hopefully more cards and letters being sent
and received I will be obliged if you can cut off the
used stamps and bring them to church. You can
give them to me, Sheena Macpherson, or to any of
the elders at the church door.
This will carry on the work that Esther did and
continue to support this charity. I have already
sent off one large envelope of stamps and hope
with your help to do so again in the New Year.
Thank you!
Sheena
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Highlights Klub
It was wonderful to resume our normal
activities at the beginning of October, and
our welcome back evening was a great
success. Catherine, our aromatherapist,
gave us a very interesting introduction to
aromatherapy, then led us in a guided hand
and arm massage, before ending with a
meditation. After such lovely relaxation we
really didn’t want to put the lights back on!
We also had some fun activities, followed
by some cheese and wine, and thoroughly
enjoyed being back together again.
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Our next evening is a joint venture with the Guild on Monday 5th
December at 8 p.m. in the lower hall. This is an evening of Christmas
crafts, cocktails and cake. We have a great variety of products available
from different stall holders, including stained and fused glass,
jewellery, glitter glasses, Christmas crafts, wood crafts, knitted goods,
hand made cards, soaps, wax melts and cakes and tray bakes. We are
hoping for a really good turn out from both groups – please come
along and enjoy Christmas refreshments, a chance to chat to one
another, to get some Christmas shopping done, or even just to treat
yourself! The cost of the evening is £6, which includes 2 drinks –
cocktails or non-alcoholic ‘mocktails’ and cake. All are welcome and we
look forward to seeing you there.
There is a very slight change to our syllabus for March. Margaret
Paterson is unfortunately unable to lead our Easter confectionery
evening, and we send our best wishes to her from all the Highlights
ladies. Lynette Russell (who came with Margaret on our last
confectionery evening) will help us to make an Easter themed treat
that evening. Please bring with you a small chopping board (not one
used for meat or onions!), a sharp knife and a small rolling pin if you
have one.
If you are a member of the Highlights, and are not in our WhatsApp
group, please contact me with your mobile number and I will be
delighted to add you. If you do not use WhatsApp, please let me have
your email address so that we can keep in touch.
For more information on the Highlights, please contact me on 543488
or 07887 541651, or any of the committee.
Best wishes,
Eileen Murphy, Chairperson
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Notes from the Session Clerk
It is great to see our church virtually
back to pre-covid times with lots of
activity being generated. We have for
example, just concluded another very
successful series of MUSIC FOR ALL
events.
The next big event is CHRISTMAS.
ESCAPE ROOM 2022, organised by Amy and Rachel. This is being held
in the church on Sunday 27th November, in conjunction with the
Kilmarnock Christmas Lights Switch-on.
We have a full programme for Advent which you will see from the
enclosed leaflet.
One of the major events to highlight is the Nine Lessons and Carols, in
the church on Thursday 22ⁿd December. Our special guests for the
evening are the Newmilns and Galston Brass Band, who gave a sterling
performance at the last MUSIC FOR ALL event on 28th October.
The Welcome Group is being re-convened and if you wish to be
involved please give your name to Margaret Brown or Margaret
Patterson. The group primarily is involved in arranging social events
and the welcoming of new members.
Tea and coffee continues to be served each Sunday and is proving to
be very popular.
Please consider volunteering to assist in the preparation and give your
name as soon as possible to Anne Kidd, for next year’s rota. This would
be very much appreciated.
An Extract from the Kirk Session Meeting held on 11th October 2022:
Following the approval of the Mission Plan of the Presbytery of Irvine and
Kilmarnock and the union of six Presbyteries into the Presbytery of the South
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West of Scotland on October 1st 2022, New Laigh Kirk and St John’s Church can
proceed to develop a basis of union statement. An interim group of members
of both churches will progress this work in the coming months, with a view to
the new arrangements being completed and approved by the two Kirk Sessions
and the Church of Scotland by February 2023.
-----------------------------------------Finally, I know we seem to broach the subject with each magazine edition,
appealing for volunteers for ‘Open Doors’. Please do consider volunteering your
time, once every 6/8 weeks on a Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday, from
Noon till 2.00pm.
Thank you.

Derek I’Anson

Music and Movement
We started back on the 20th of September and
there was a good turnout of ladies on that day.
Since then we have had at least three new
members joining us.
Earlier in November one of our former leaders,
Anne Mc Vey, had a celebration of her 90th
birthday with friends and neighbours in the Park
Hotel. We would all like to wish Anne a very
happy 90th , and hope she enjoyed her special
day.
On Tues. 6th December, we are finishing this session with a
Christmas lunch at the Salt and Barrel restaurant.
We hope everyone is looking forward to Christmas and New Year and
we will hopefuly see you all back next year on Tues. 10th January
2023. If anyone else would like to join us on a Tues. at 2pm in the
lower hall you will be made welcome
Christine and Kay
19

Our last magazine contained some background information to the
proposal for NLK to apply for bronze status as an eco-congregation,
following on from the status with the Grange Church.
Since then, a small group has begun to explore the work involved and
is undertaking a “check-up” of various aspects of Church life through
an eco-lens in regards to our spiritual living, our practical living and our
global living. We have been delighted to discover so much is already
being done by the Church members, Ministerial and pastoral teams
and our organisations. Now is the challenge to bring it all together,
conduct a formal audit and submit an application for the bronze award.
The Kirk Session has approved the addition of information to the NLK
website, and this is work in progress. Please keep an eye out for this in
coming weeks and for updates on how we are progressing through our
journey.
If anyone has any suggestions, comments or queries, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.
Elaine Paton
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Sight Loss Friendly Church
A recent Visual Impairment Information Day was held to help
congregations to make their churches more accessible for people with
sight loss. Speakers came from RNIB and Guide Dogs for the Blind,
accompanied by their four-footed friends, Brodie and Hoby. There was
a demonstration on how best to guide a blind person.
A presentation on Torch Trust explained how this charity can supply
Braille and low vision aids so that people with sight loss can access
Bible resources. For details of Torch Trust visit their website at
https://torchtrust.org/. There you will find a link to a short course on
Sight Loss Friendly Churches.
As a result of what was learned at this event, the Kirk Session agreed
that East Ayrshire Council’s Sensory Services staff should do an audit of
New Laigh Kirk’s premises and advise on any adjustments to décor,
lighting and signage which could make our church and halls more user
friendly to people with sight loss.
If you have low vision, please tell us what would help you. Large print
orders of service are available on request, but there may be
suggestions which you could make, which would be welcome. Indeed,
comments relating to how we can break down barriers experienced by
people with any kind of disability will always be received as being
constructive. Together we can make our church even more welcoming
for everyone.
Barbara Graham. Pastoral Care Group Convenor
barbara.graham74@btinternet.com Tel. 01563-522108
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The Guild

Although our new session was due to open on 26th September, it really
began with our coffee morning which took place on Saturday, 3rd
September. This was of course a different time of year for us as we
normally hold it in March. However, we decided to do this as we had
missed out on our main fund-raising activity because of the pandemic.
It was a great success, raising over £1100, and thanks go to members
for their hard work and to all those who came along and supported us
so generously.
At our first meeting our minister David led us in Communion and spoke
on our new theme for the year, “Wee Seeds, Big Trees.” It has become
a tradition now to have him visit us at the start of our session and it
was even more special this time after all that we have been through in
the past two years. Members were also given a little packet of wildflower seeds by Charles Sim, on behalf of the Scottish Fair Trade
Forum, to help us care for the pollinators, and so, Creation. We also
enjoyed cakes and chocolates with our tea and coffee, thanks to a gift
from a former member. Thank you Anne!
Our speaker on 10th October was Rae Lind who spoke about her
journey through life as a Christian and a Guild member. This was
represented by three badges which were important and significant to
her: the first was gained when she completed her training as a nurse at
Victoria Hospital in Glasgow; the second her Guild badge; and the
third, the traditional badge of the Christian – the ‘fish’. Her story was
most interesting and often amusing and we are delighted that the next
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stage of her Guild journey is as one of the National Vice-Conveners. We
wish her well!
On 24th October we had a visit to The Hub at Crossroads. We heard
how an enthusiastic group wanted to set up a community hub where
the school had once been, to give locals a place to meet and be a focus
for the area. After many years they have succeeded and the café and
farm shop are very popular, as are concerts given by their community
choir. Our members certainly enjoyed a trip round the shop and tea or
coffee with a lovely selection of sweet treats. All calorie- free
apparently!! A very enjoyable outing!
Our speaker on 7th November was Bill Kean who was paying us a
welcome return visit. He was sharing “Photographic Gems”, but
photography is only one of his talents. As well as telling us about the
places and people he has photographed in a relaxed and amusing
manner, he gave tips on taking better photographs. On this occasion
he also played his violin for us and played the piano for our hymn! A
real treat!
Our next meeting will focus on one of the projects we supported last
year – “BEAT” which helps those suffering from eating disorders. Then
on 5th December we are invited to join the Highlights in a Christmas
Fair with cocktails and the opportunity to do some Christmas shopping.
Sounds like fun! And then we get even further into the Christmas spirit
with dinner at the Park Hotel. So, limber up for our traditional Hokey
Cokey, ladies!
It's great to be sharing the leading of our meetings with Elspeth Dale
this year. Takes some of the pressure off!
Happy Christmas to everyone from all at New Laigh Guild and all the
best for 2023!
Lesley Wright.
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MESSAGE FROM AMY
Hello everyone!
What a fast few months it’s been since I’ve been back
to New Laigh after my maternity leave, and already I’ve
had to hit the ground running on the run up to
Christmas at our church.
We kicked off our new term at the beginning of September with a big
celebratory picnic party in the halls, which was well attended by many
of our Ignite families, enjoying a time together, a bouncy castle, and of
course, some Forum ice cream! Ignite has been running steadily well
since we began our term and it’s been such a joy to see so many of our
Ignite kids building their faith as we take a journey through the bible
together. Along with bible learning, faith development, crafts, games
and snacks, the kids also get to enjoy “60 seconds of God”, where our
kids have 60 seconds of reflective worship music to take time to pray
to God in their own way.
Our Ignite kids also had our first coffee morning in almost three years,
on November 5th, and it was a huge success! With donations of raffle
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prizes, baking and much more, we were able to raise £555.10 for our

Ignite kids’ activities! I want to say a big thank you to everyone who
donated something for the coffee morning, and to the team of people
who came on the morning to help set up, serve and clear up.
We also have some other activities for the kids planned over
December, including our annual ‘Deck the Halls’ where our kids get the
chance to decorate our church halls and enjoy watching a Christmas
movie with some festive snacks too. We also have our Nativity at our
church service on December 18th and are looking forward to
expressing our adaptation of the Nativity story.
So much is happening with our children at New Laigh Kirk and I’m so
excited to see what the New Year brings for us!
Amy.
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Our new faith focused style of church for families, ‘Lighthouse’, has
had its first event this autumn. On October 29th, we invited families
from within our church and the wider community to come along to our

church halls to enjoy worship time together, family games, crafts, a
quiz, food, (of course cake) and some spooky Halloween themed fun to
bring us all together. Lighthouse was a great success, with over 50
people attending, and an incredible team to help keep everything
running smoothly. A big thank you to all who helped with our first
Lighthouse to make it so much fun for everyone.
Amy
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The 4th/5th Kilmarnock Boys Brigade is now back up and running, with
14 Anchor Boys, 30 Junior Section and 35 Company/Seniors.
Times we meet: Anchor boys 6pm-7pm at St Marnock's Halls, Juniors
7:15pm-9pm at St Marnock's Halls and Company/Seniors at New Laigh
halls from 7pm – 9:30pm.
Since August the Company section has enjoyed Battalion Badminton,
bouldering at Above Adventure and archery at Galston. We have had
speakers from St Andrews First Aid and the Police come in to talk to the
boys.

Badminton
We have entered all the National Competitions: Masterteam Quiz, U14
and U18 5-a-side football, Table Tennis, Badminton and FIFA (it’s a
computer game!!) and are looking forward to meeting other companies
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from all over the country as we take part in those. Good luck to all the
teams taking part this year.
Our first enrolment/dedication parade in 2 years was to St Marnock’s
Church and we were at the Cenotaph for Remembrance Sunday.
The Anchor boys and Juniors got all dressed up for Halloween, and also
have been along to support Kilmarnock F.C. against Hibernian.
Our Coffee Morning was held at The Howard Centre and raised £1267,
and we went out collecting for “Flag week”. Thanks to everyone who
supported or contributed to these events.

Bouldering
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EACHa
Each person matters
Scottish Charity no: SC 036849

‘…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?’ Micah 6:8

First of all, sincere thanks to all of you who support EACHa’s work in
any way. We are very grateful for your regular donations of food and
toiletries, and you are welcome to bring them to the church any
Sunday. Your donations of household items have been invaluable as
the demand for starter packs has increased through the year, and cash
donations have helped us purchase anything we are short of. We are
also grateful to everyone who gives their time to help out at our dropins, but there is room for more! In order to open the drop-ins safely,
we need a few more volunteers, in particular on Mondays and Fridays.
The commitment is for a couple of hours, between 1 and 3pm, on days
that suit you. Either Emma or Janice will be glad to tell you more about
what’s involved.
We are finding the demand for our services increasing every month.
The drop-ins are getting busier, and we are seeing unprecedented
requests for Friendly Fresh Start starter packs. Many of these are for
refugee families, and the packs help make an empty house a home, so
important in a strange land. If you have household goods to donate, for
example crockery or cutlery, cleaning materials, pots and pans,
dustpan and brush, towels or bedding, please bring them to our unit at
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32B Grange Street any Monday or Wednesday between 9am and 12
noon.
At the drop-ins we are now
serving hot food, for example
soup or curry. You have never
seen food disappear so quickly!
People are hungry, glad of a
warm place to spend a couple of
hours, and appreciate the food
parcel that everyone takes
away.
We now have a
hairdresser/barber once a
month, and she is in very heavy
demand, and we have
professionals on the premises
providing eye tests, health
checks, benefits and housing
advice as well as our
homelessness nurses and Oral
Health practitioners. During
Recovery Month in September
we set up our tree of
remembrance, where everyone
was invited to hang a tag in
memory of a loved one lost to
addiction.
You have probably seen by now
the Recovery Hub at the top of
John Finnie Street. The Hub is
managed by EACHa, and was set
up following two EACHa reports
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outlining the barriers to recovery experienced by our own service
users, many of whom felt abandoned and frustrated in their attempts
to recover from their addiction. The Hub is managed by Steph, assisted
by Geoff, and supported by David and Tommy, our peer workers. All
the Hub staff and volunteers
have lived experience of
addiction, and their primary
purpose is to walk alongside
people on their recovery
journey, making appointments
for them, accompanying them
to appointments if necessary,
signposting to leisure groups
and activities, and never giving
up on them. The Hub itself is
filled with activity every day,
with women’s and men’s
groups, yoga, meditation and
guitar jam sessions. They have
achieved so much in the few
months since opening in the
summer, and they have plenty more plans. Watch this space!
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The Christmas gift service in our church is on Sunday 11th December.
You are invited to bring a gift to church, wrapped and labelled boy or
girl, and an indication of age. Please remember the babies and prenursery children and teenage/young adult boys and girls. We receive
many requests from nurses and social workers who deal with very
vulnerable families, and young care leavers. We have been told that in
many cases the gift from the church is the only one a toddler or young
person receives.
‘Bring a Gift’ at Rugby Park is this year on Saturday 10th December between 11am and 2pm. Come along and say hello!

Thank you all for your support and your prayers.

Emma Wylie Springer 07871 153458
Janice Grant 07581 722331
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Church Register
Funerals
17 Aug 2022 Peggy Adams (M) 24 McPhail Drive Kilmarnock
14 Sept 2022 Cassandra McPhail 11 South Hamilton Place Kilmarnock
13 Sept 2022 Hazel Geddes 1E Grange Street Kilmarnock
22 Sept 2022 George McFadzean (M) 28 Glasgow Road Kilmarnock
7 Oct 2022

Malcolm Jolly (M) 11 Wallace View Kilmarnock

12 Oct 2022

Jim Mair (E) 25 Blackwood Ave

21 Oct 2022

Abigail Weir 18 Robert Creighton Place Kilmarnock
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Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
There by His love o’ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest.
Hark! ’tis the voice of angels,
Borne in a song to me,
Over the fields of glory,
Over the jasper sea.
Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe from corroding care,
Safe from the world’s temptations,
Sin cannot harm me there.
Free from the blight of sorrow,
Free from my doubts and fears;
Only a few more trials,
Only a few more tears.
Jesus, my heart’s dear refuge,
Jesus has died for me;
Firm on the Rock of Ages,
Ever my trust shall be.
Here let me wait with patience,
Wait till the night is o’er;
Wait till I see the morning
Break on the golden shore.
Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
There by His love o’ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest.
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A Christmas Memorial Tree of Hope and Remembrance

This tree is for you. Placed beside our Table of Remembrance and
Advent Candles, it stands without decoration in our sanctuary. You can
come in during our doors open throughout Advent or on Sunday
mornings and place a message or simply write your loved one’s name
on the heart labels provided and hang it on the tree. You will be
decorating our tree with memories.
You may also write a message on the Book of Condolence. It could be a
prayer, or a few lines from a favourite hymn, or simply something you
wish to say.
Prayer cards are also provided to give you time to pause and reflect
with your own thoughts looking at the advent candles flickering.
As Christmas comes, as it does every year, there's a wonderfully
reassuring verse in Psalm 34, verse 18, which says: "The Lord is close
to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."
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